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Overview of Workshop 
• What is Career Technical Education? 

• What Career Technical Education is NOT 

• What Career Technical Education DOES 

• Academics found in Career Technical  Education 

• How to enroll in classes 

• Questions and Answers 



Questions to Consider 

1. How do we keep students in school? 

 

2.  How do we keep students engaged in school? 

 

3. How do we help students become successful 
after high school? 



Career Technical Education 
What it IS… 

• ….a series of courses grouped together to prepare   
students for college AND Careers 

• ….a method to give students 21st century skills 

• ….a series of UC a-g approved courses 

• ….an opportunity for all students 



Career Technical Education 
What it’s NOT… 

• ….the vocational classes my generation took  

     (remember wood shop?) 

• ….a refuge for kids who are NOT going to college 

• ….a place to stick kids who don’t seem to fit into a  

 curriculum 

• ….merely exploratory 



Career Technical Education 
What it DOES… 

• ….increases student attendance 

• ….helps close the achievement gap 

• ….raises grade point averages 

• ….increases graduation rates 

• ….assists in getting a job 

• ….paves the way to college 

• ….engages students in school 



Career Tech: 15 Industry Sectors 

• Career Tech classes are organized into 15 groups of  

 inter-related occupations and broad industries called 
“industry sectors” 

• Each sector has two or more career pathways, for a total  

 of 58 pathway options 



Career Tech: 15 Industry Sectors 

• Agriculture and Natural Resources 

• Arts, Media, and Entertainment 

• Building Trades and Construction 

• Education, Child Development, and Family Services 

• Energy and Utilities 

 

                (more) 

 



Career Tech: 15 Industry Sectors 

• Engineering and DesignneeringDesign 

• Fashion and Interior Design 

• Finance and Business Industry  

• Health Science and Medical Technology 

• Hospitality, Tourism, and  

Recreation 

 

                                                                 (more) 



Career Tech: 15 Industry Sectors 

• Information Technology 

• Manufacturing and Product Development 

• Marketing, Sales and Service 

• Public Service 

• Transportation 

 

                                                                 (more) 



The quiet dilemma 
is: 

 

“high school 
dropouts without 
skills, high school 
graduates without 
skills, college 
dropouts without 
skills, and finally, 
college graduates 
without skills.” 



The One Way Mentality 





What does “Other Ways to Win” mean? 

• First, this is NOT an anti-higher education strategy 

• OWW is about providing alternatives for high school 
students through Career Technical Education (CTE) and 
sequenced Career Pathways 

• OWW includes post-secondary education or training 
when students can benefit and it makes sense 

• CTE connects the curriculum with the “real world”  

• CTE gives students clear goals and a plan for their post-
high school life: entering the workforce with a 
marketable skill, attending post-secondary education, or 
both 

 



California 
• 1 in 4 high school students drops out! 
• The economic loss to California from juvenile crime 

comes to $8.9 billion per year 
• High school dropouts are twice as likely to commit 

crimes compared to high school graduates 
• Many adult criminals began their criminal activities 

during their juvenile years 
• A single cohort of California 12-year-old dropouts will 

generate…$10.5 billion in economic losses from adult 
crime over the course of their life. 

California Dropout Research Project, Policy 
Brief 16 

 
 



 
 
 
 

What research tells us… 







Examples of Academics in CTE Classes 

• Automotive (Physics) 
• Computer Aided Design (Math) 
• Culinary Arts (Math) 
• Construction Technology (Geometry) 
• Electrical Engineering (Science & Math) 
• Law Enforcement (Science & ELA) 
• Marketing & Merchandising (Math and ELA) 
• Medical Records (ELA & Science) 
• Veterinarian Technician (Science) 
• Video Production – (English Language Arts) 

 



Academics in Forensic Science  

 Information Technology 

 Manufacturing and Product Development 

 Marketing, Sales, and Service 

 Public Service 

 Transportation 

• Science 

• English & Language Arts; Writing 



Academics in Construction Technology 

 Information Technology 

 Manufacturing and Product Development 

 Marketing, Sales, and Service 

 Public Service 

 Transportation 





Geometry & Critical thinking 



Career Tech Student Organizations 

• Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) 

• Home Economics Careers and Technology (FHA-Hero) 

• Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 

• Future Farmers of America (FFA) 

• Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) 

• SkillsUSA 

 



www.metroed.net 
 

http://www.metroed.net/


How to enroll? 

• Contact counselor at your home school. 

• Stop by to talk to a ROP/CTE teacher. 

• Talk to a career and college technician at 
home school site. 

• Review school catalog for course listings. 

• Review CCOC website. 

 



www.sccoe.org 
 

http://www.sccoe.org/


 

Contact Information 
 

 
Alyssa Lynch: CTE Director,  

Santa Clara County Office of Education 
Alyssa_Lynch@sccoe.org 
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